
China Travel Guidance – January 2023 (Subject to Change) 

 

Summary 

• China is open for international travelers who meet visa and COVID 

testing requirements as per below.  A COVID test is also required 

by CDC to return to the United States.  Information below was 

recently updated but remains subject to change. 

 

Commercial Travel to China 

• Please see the State Department Travel Advisory for China which 

was updated in early January.  China remains a “Level 3: 

Reconsider Travel” country:  China International Travel 

Information (state.gov) 

• Currently, for all arrivals into China, the traveler must have a 

negative PCR test result 48 hours before entering China and 

complete the PRC’s Customs Health Declaration process. The 

original notice can be found here. 

• COVID entry/departure requirements may change – travelers 

should consult the State Dept. Travel Advisory and airlines for 

regular updates. 

• China is not currently issuing tourist visas, but business and 

official visas are being processed.  China is taking applications for 

“M” visas which are issued for “Those who intend to go to China 

for commercial and trade activities.”  Please see the link to the 

PRC Embassy announcement issued on Sunday, Jan. 8 in America 

follows: Notice on the Adjustment of Requirements for Chinese 

Visa Application (Updated in January 2023) Embassy of the 

People's Republic of China in the United States of America (china-

embassy.gov.cn) 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftravel.state.gov%2Fcontent%2Ftravel%2Fen%2Finternational-travel%2FInternational-Travel-Country-Information-Pages%2FChina.html&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ca83d51c865d847f4d94808db027ab929%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638106498361364550%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=o2AGXy8GxWRNRaGViDJBStU%2FzEv%2FqVSaGj%2BTL6Jn7RY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftravel.state.gov%2Fcontent%2Ftravel%2Fen%2Finternational-travel%2FInternational-Travel-Country-Information-Pages%2FChina.html&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ca83d51c865d847f4d94808db027ab929%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638106498361364550%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=o2AGXy8GxWRNRaGViDJBStU%2FzEv%2FqVSaGj%2BTL6Jn7RY%3D&reserved=0
file:///C:/Users/EdmondsonT/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/2UFANPCP/Mission%20China%20forbids%20the%20travel%20of%20unaccompanied%20minor%20children
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fus.china-embassy.gov.cn%2Feng%2Flsfw%2Fzj%2Fnotice%2F202206%2Ft20220614_10702581.htm&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ca83d51c865d847f4d94808db027ab929%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638106498361364550%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lYft7z1D1zRMz%2BSEnSbMxQy2ydtHhEyNPDHK8LWLLCw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fus.china-embassy.gov.cn%2Feng%2Flsfw%2Fzj%2Fnotice%2F202206%2Ft20220614_10702581.htm&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ca83d51c865d847f4d94808db027ab929%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638106498361364550%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lYft7z1D1zRMz%2BSEnSbMxQy2ydtHhEyNPDHK8LWLLCw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fus.china-embassy.gov.cn%2Feng%2Flsfw%2Fzj%2Fnotice%2F202206%2Ft20220614_10702581.htm&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ca83d51c865d847f4d94808db027ab929%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638106498361364550%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lYft7z1D1zRMz%2BSEnSbMxQy2ydtHhEyNPDHK8LWLLCw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fus.china-embassy.gov.cn%2Feng%2Flsfw%2Fzj%2Fnotice%2F202206%2Ft20220614_10702581.htm&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ca83d51c865d847f4d94808db027ab929%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638106498361364550%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lYft7z1D1zRMz%2BSEnSbMxQy2ydtHhEyNPDHK8LWLLCw%3D&reserved=0


• Enroll in the Smart Traveler Enrollment Program (STEP) to receive 

security messages and make it easier to locate you in an 

emergency. 

• Post recommends travelers pack rapid tests to use once you arrive 

in China as tests can take a few days to obtain locally and given 

the current situation, the more you have the better prepared you 

will be. 

Return Travel to the United States 

• Effective January 5 at 12:01 Eastern Time, the U.S. Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) will require a negative 

COVID-19 test result, taken within two days of departure, or proof 

of recovery from the virus within the last 90 days, for all travelers, 
age two years and older, to the United States on flights originating 

from the People’s Republic of China (PRC), including the Special 

Administrative Regions (SAR) of Hong Kong and Macau. 

• Monitor the websites for the U.S. Mission China, the U.S. 

Consulate General Hong Kong & Macau, and the CDC’s Travel 
Health Information page for the latest COVID 19- travel guidance. 
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